B Assessment of Mental Capacity 2pd Ed

Guidamee for Doctors and Lawyers .

The law asstim®¥ that adulis have the mantal capsctly to make
their own decisions. When indlviduals lose thelr decision-
making ability, steps must be taken to-ensura that thalr rights
are saleguarded, and thalr wishes are given proper welght,
This boak deals with theckey roles doctors and fawyers
play in this process.

Dilemmas arise whel ierd'is doubt about
the extent of an individual's capacity, and
frequantly people have the mental abllity
to make some dac|sions bul not athars,
Assessing an individus!'s capacity to
make spatified decisions can be difficult,
partisutary if the professionals involved
use ditferert terminology or standards for assessment,
" Effective communication batwean doclors, lawyers and lhe
parson being asssessed |5 vital,

This bogk has baen drawn up jointly by the British Mediczl ssociation
and the Law Society, and wlll prove an invaluable guide for health e e T gy |
and legal professionals, carers and all those Involved In fooking after | 3 200004 & frer nfemaen cmos e hmﬁnﬁﬂuﬁnﬂé_r
pecple with suspected mental impairment. The second edifion 0F IhiS 1 Lucked Bag 1630 Strawherry Hills NSW 1012 » Ph 02 #5672 6656 » Fax 01 9561 6661
popular book has been updated to lake account of changes in the :
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law and protessional guidance, including: e o
* Legal changes since 1885 « Changes In civil ltigation and other
court procedures « New chapter of key professional and athical ¢. :
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professional guidance on related matters » Proposails far law reform
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lssues |n both medical and legal practice * Recent govemment and m
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