
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Hot topics 
 
1. Are you at risk of developing type 2 diabetes? For a quick assessment visit 

www.areyouatrisk.com.au 
 
2. FREE one day training for parents and unpaid carers of people with chronic illness or disability.  

Thursday 30 July from 9am – 4.30pm at the Mercure Inn Townsville. For more information 
contact phone 1800 851 848 

 
3. Talk Epilepsy an online forum for people with epilepsy and their families, carers and supporters. 

To join in discussions register online at www.talkepilepsy.com.au 
 

See attached 

1. Qld Health dTpa program for parents 
2. Data Collection Sheet – dTpa for Parents (to be posted at the end of each week) 
3. Referral for Admission – Pandemic Influenza 
4. Endorse Antiviral Script Faxback Form 
5. Qld Wound Care Meeting “The Dying Art of Bandaging” 
6. LifeTec Qld Free Community Presentation  
7. Guide Dogs Qld Mini Expo  
8. headspace Townsville - Young Men’s Group 

Useful contact 

AGPN’s Nursing in General Practice team has launched the new eLearning Training Package to support 
Medicare item 10997.  This item number applies to monitoring and support of people with a chronic 
disease care plan. The Package is available on-line at the RCNA website – www.3lp.rcna.org.au/10997   
free of charge until the end of August 2009, from September users will be charged 
 
Interesting read from Flinders University - Capabilities for Supporting Prevention and Chronic 
Condition Self-Management: A Resource for Educators of Primary Health Care Professionals at 
www.flinders.edu.au 
 
The  National Prescribing Service Limited  http://www.nps.org.au are an independent, non-profit 
organisation providing medicines information and resources for consumers, health professionals, 
members and stakeholders involved in Quality Use of Medicines.  

14 June 2009 

Copies of previous edition of PiNfo are available on the website at www.tgpn.com.au 

http://www.tgpn.com.au/
http://www.3lp.rcna.org.au/10997
http://www.flinders.edu.au/
http://www.nps.org.au/
http://www.nps.org.au/about_us/what_we_do/about_quality_use_of_medicines
http://www.areyouatrisk.com.au/
http://www.talkepilepsy.com.au/


Dear Doctor/Vaccine Service Provider 

 

 
 
Enquiries to: 

 
 
QHIP 

 Telephone: 3328 9888 
 Facsimile: 3328 9720 

  
  
  

 

  

 
Queensland Health is pleased to announce the introduction of a free pertussis vaccine program 
commencing 1 August 2009 for birth parents, adoptive parents and foster parents of children born 
on or after 1 May 2009. 
 
The vaccine is administered as the adolescent/adult formulation diphtheria, tetanus, acellular 
pertussis vaccine (dTpa). 
 
How will you be able to access dTpa for this program? 

o In the second half of July we will commence the first delivery of dTpa to all vaccine 
providers – you will not need to place an order for this first delivery. 

o Two weeks after you receive your initial delivery you will be able to reorder dTpa (with a 
full stock count of all vaccines held) if you require further vaccine. 

o Monthly orders will then resume. 
 
You need to record these vaccinations on the enclosed data collection sheet and forward to the 
address provided. 

 
You should advise all eligible parents who attend your practice/clinic of the following: 

o Queensland Health is providing free pertussis vaccine for a limited time;  
o babies should be vaccinated on time; and 
o to keep their baby away from anyone with a cough. 

 
Australia is currently experiencing a pertussis epidemic.  This program aims to protect babies too 
young to be fully protected by pertussis vaccination.  The program will be time limited. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
AUTHORISED & SIGNED 
 
Dr Frank Beard 
A/Senior Director 
Communicable Diseases Branch 
 14/7/2009          

Office       Postal Phone Fax 
Queensland Health 
Communicable Diseases Branch 
Level 1, 15 Butterfield Street, 
HERSTON  QLD  4006 

      Queensland Health 
      Communicable Diseases Branch 
      PO Box 2368 
      FORTITUDE VALLEY  BC 4006 

(07) 3328 9888 (07) 3328 9720 

 



DATA COLLECTION SHEET – dTpa for PARENTS

VSP No.   VSP Phone No.______________ 

Please post this sheet at the end of each week to  
VIVAS, PO Box 2368, FORTITUDE VALLEY  BC  4006 

 
NAME of PARENT Date of 

vaccination 
CHILD’S DATE 

of BIRTH 

1           /      /20        /      /20 
2           /      /20        /      /20 
3           /      /20        /      /20 
4           /      /20        /      /20 
5           /      /20        /      /20 
6           /      /20        /      /20 
7           /      /20        /      /20 
8           /      /20        /      /20 
9           /      /20        /      /20 

10           /      /20        /      /20 
11           /      /20        /      /20 
12           /      /20        /      /20 
13           /      /20        /      /20 
14           /      /20        /      /20 
15           /      /20        /      /20 
16           /      /20        /      /20 
17           /      /20        /      /20 
18           /      /20        /      /20 
19           /      /20        /      /20 
20           /      /20        /      /20 
21           /      /20        /      /20 
22           /      /20        /      /20 
23           /      /20        /      /20 
24           /      /20        /      /20 
25           /      /20        /      /20 
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 Clinical Management Expert Advisory Group 

 

CLINICAL ADVICE UPDATE 
 

Referral for Admission - Pandemic (H1N1) 
2009 influenza 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Referral for Admission - Pandemic influenza 
 
During an influenza pandemic the demand on health care services will exceed the available 
resources. In this event it is expected that individuals who fit the case definition but who are not in 
need of inpatient care on clinical grounds will be cared for at home. In order to control the demand 
on Emergency Departments/Assessment clinics, patients should be monitored at home by the 
practitioner / practice initially assessing the patient. If there are clinical concerns the usual referral 
pathways should be utilised to communicate with secondary services (eg. Department of 
Emergency Medicine at the local hospital).    
 

The following are guidelines for referral to an inpatient facility: 
 

• Patients with significant co-morbidities that place them at high risk for decompensation from 
a respiratory illness.  For example: significant COPD with an exercise tolerance of 
<200meters on the flat or FEV1<1, uncontrolled cardiac failure 

 
• Patients who are hypoxic (clinical cyanosis, O2 saturation <90%) or whose respiratory rate 

is >24/min. Dyspnoea (shortness of breath) and pain or pressure in the chest may also 
indicate respiratory distress. 

 
• Patients suffering severe prostration (unable to carry out self-care activities of daily living) 

 
• Patients with severe/ uncontrollable vomiting or dehydration 

 
• Blood pressure <100 systolic or sudden dizziness 

 
• Clinically detectable abnormality on auscultation of chest 

 
• Patients with recent onset confusion 

 
In children the following have been associated with more severe disease: 

• Fast or troubled breathing.  

• Skin turning bluish or grey.  

• Persistent or severe vomiting.  

• Not drinking enough fluids.  

• Being unusually hard to wake up or not interacting.  

• Being so irritable that the child doesn’t want to be held  

• Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with fever and worse cough  
Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 Influenza:  Referral for admission criteria –- clinical recommendation of the 

Clinical Management Expert Advisory Group.  Chairperson Dr Anthony Allworth 
State Heath Emergency Coordination Centre. Queensland Health 

July 9, 2009 
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You DON’T have to do it alone  
Meet new people in a relaxed and friendly environme nt 

 
headspace Young Men’s Group is a chance for young men (18-25) 
to meet other young men experiencing similar situations in life. 
Participants engage in a variety of group initiated social activities 
such as BBQ’s and Video Game night. 
 
headspace Townsville is a youth friendly health service aimed at the 
early detection and prevention of mental health concerns. 

 
When: Every Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 
 
Where: headspace Townsville 
             small cream building next the Riverway Skate Park 

 
For more information speak to Jared: 4725 4039 

         headspace@tgpn.com.au 




