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Boundaries – Dull but necessary

What is Townsville?
• Statistical Local Areas (ABS)
• Local Government Areas 
• General Practice Boundaries
• Health Service Districts (Qld Health)
• Indigenous Regions (ABS)
• Ambulance Regions (QAS)
• Other state departments, eg Police
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Chronic Disease data

Easily obtainable

• Deaths
• Hospital admissions (separations)

• Cancer incidence
• “Ferret” data

Not so easily obtainable
• Other community health data (non Ferret sites)
• Community mental health data



Ferret

Sites include:
• Joyce Palmer Health Service (Palm Island)
• Townsville Diabetes Centre
• Townsville Renal Centre

Problems include:
• Intermittent use of Ferret by facilities



Ferret
Type of data collected includes:
• Proportion of Indigenous children who have a current 

completed child health check
• Proportion of Indigenous adults who have a current complete 

adult health check
• Proportion of regular clients diagnosed with rheumatic heart 

disease who had 6 or more (of recommended 13 doses) of 
scheduled LA Bicillin injections delivered in the previous 12 
months.

• Proportion of regular clients diagnosed with type II diabetes 
who had an HbA1c test in the last six months.

• Proportion of regular clients diagnosed with kidney disease 
who have had their eGFR recorded as per the guideline 
recommendation

• Proportion of regular clients whose last BP test in the last six
months was less than 140/90 mmHg.



Demographics

7.84.9% People who speak a main language other than 
English at home

75.282.5% Australian born

10.9% Total Indigenous people in Queensland

3.36.6% Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

12.411.0% 65+ (older people)

53.252.3% 25-64 (adults)

13.815.0% 15-24 years (young people)

20.721.7% 0-14 years (children)

Age distribution

50.4 49.5% Females

49.650.5% Males

5.4Percentage of Queensland population

3,904,532 211,736Total population 2006 

QueenslandTownsville HSD



Population Pyramid
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Population Growth

10.9 270,958 244,254 Total

47.1 42,389 28,817 65+

8.1 135,968 125,820 25-64

1.5 40,808 40,191 15-25

4.8 51,792 49,426 0-14

Percentage 
change 

2011-2021
20212011Age group



Leading causes of death
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Leading causes of hospitalisation
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Avoidable hospitalisations

• Hospitalisations (hospital separations) 
defined as avoidable are those for 
ambulatory care sensitive conditions that 
are considered potentially avoidable 
through preventive care and early disease 
management, usually delivered in an 
ambulatory setting, such as primary health 
care (for example by general practitioners 
or in community health centres). 



Avoidable hospitalisations

• Avoidable hospitalisation rates measure the 
effectiveness, timeliness and adequacy of non-
hospital care, and do not measure all
hospitalisations due to preventable conditions. 

• To be included in the standard avoidable 
hospitalisation measure, there has to be an 
association with a specific process of care in an 
ambulatory setting that has been shown to be 
successful in reducing hospitalisation rates for 
the condition. 



Avoidable hospitalisations

• In 2005/2006, 8.9 per cent of all 
separations to hospitals in Townsville HSD 
(6,507/73,511) could have been avoided 
through preventive care and early disease 
management in the ambulatory setting. 
This was similar to the Queensland 
average (8.9 per cent) and the national 
average (9.3 per cent) 



Avoidable hospitalisations
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Coronary Heart Disease

• There were on average 236 coronary 
heart disease deaths per year in 
Townsville HSD between 2002 and 
2005.

• There were on average 1,766 coronary 
heart disease separations per year in 
Townsville HSD between 2002/03 and 
2005/06.



CHD - mortality
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CHD - hospitalisations
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Diabetes Mellitus

• There were on average 38 diabetes 
deaths per year in Townsville HSD 
between 2002 and 2005.

• There were on average 784 diabetes 
mellitus separations per year in 
Townsville HSD between 2002/03 and 
2005/06.



DM - mortality
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DM - hospitalisations
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Where to get all information?

• All the information presented will be 
available shortly, distributed on CD along 
with additional QH burden of disease 
reports on Disability Affected Life Years 
(DALYs) and Smoking, Nutrition, Alcohol, 
Physical Activity and Overweight (SNAPO) 
indicators.

TPHU_Health_Surveillance_Cairns@health.qld.gov.au


